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who lacked the nerve to seize power when opportunity offered, but for two years the ferment in France and the friction with Russia over the Bulgarian question left Bismarck in a constant state of apprehension lest these two Powers should join hands against Germany. In February, 1888, he came to the Reichstag demanding an increase in the German army by 700,000 men in order that it might be prepared for a war on two fronts. " We Germans," he said, " fear God but nothing else in the world." His speech on this occasion, nevertheless, made it evident that he feared a great many things and especially the " war on two fronts " which might result from a combination of France and Russia.
The Breakdown in Bismarck's Policy
Indeed by this time the original idea of winning security for Germany by the isolation of France was visibly breaking down, and looming ahead was the great divide which ranged the nations into two armed camps. In the months that remained to him Bismarck worked feverishly to patch and mend the cracking structure, or, failing this, to find substitutes for it in new combinations. Early in 18 89 he approached Lord Salisbury with a positive proposal for a British-German Alliance, and after waiting three months for an answer, sent his son, Count Herbert Bismarck, to London to explore the ground. In -jpite of his Mediterranean agreement Lord Salisbury was still on the whole an upholder of splendid isolation for Great Britain, and pleading the unhappy nature of British parliamentary institutions which made it impossible for statesmen to act as they wished, he waved the proposal aside, " leaving it," in the diplomatic phrase, " on the iable without saying yes or no."
This was Bismarck's final disappointment, for his sands were now rapidly running out. His old master, William I, had died in March, 1888, and after a few months of nominal reign as a hopeless invalid, his son, Frederick, had followed him to the grave. William II was now on the throne, and within a few months it became clear that there was no room in the German State for an old and illustrious statesman wielding a unique authority, and an impetuous young man claiming to be supreme and panting to take the direction of affairs into hisnd fiery gestures, lathe end Boulanger turned out to be only a flashy adventurerave been fatal to the German policy of uniting ttte Three Emperors for the isolation of France, fn England, Mr. Gladstone raised his powerful voice against the policy of bolstering up Turkey and perpetuating Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
